Fatal cutaneous T cell lymphoma in a child with atopic dermatitis.
The development of a fatal cutaneous T cell lymphoma in a child with atopic disease is presented. From very early childhood the patient had classic atopic dermatitis, and at age 13 developed lymphoma-like skin tumors. The diagnosis--based on immunohistologic criteria--was initially difficult to establish, but cytogenetic and DNA studies of the dermal infiltrate supported the clinical suspicion of malignancy. In addition, the T cell receptor beta chain gene showed a clonal rearrangement pattern both in skin and in lymph node, suggesting malignancy. Whether the malignant evolution in our patient took place primarily in the skin or in the lymph nodes is difficult to decide. Further examination of the association between atopic dermatitis and cutaneous T cell lymphoma may lead to insights into both disorders.